


Teach Me Your Ways, Lord Jesus

A Devotional for Homeschooling Moms
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Psalm 86:11-12
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth;

give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart;

I will glorify your name forever.
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Introduction

I have homeschooled since 1997 and in the years since 
then,  I  believe  it  would  be  safe  to  say  I  have 
experienced every emotion possible.  I  have felt  love, 
joy, peace, contentment, shame, frustration, and anger. 
I  have  had  personal  struggles,  struggles  with  family 
members, illnesses, and surgeries, near death, deaths of 
loved ones, church splits,  and more.  On top of all of 
those things, I have struggled with my calling of being 
a  writer,  with  homeschool  burnout,  and  with  mom 
burnout. Often times, I felt much like the children of 
Israel as they wandered around in the desert, confused 
and without direction. At other times, I have felt like 
Jonah, running from my calling. I have been a part of 
homeschool  support  groups  and  have  heard  the  full 
gamut  of  concerns,  complaints,  excuses,  and 
convictions from other homeschool moms. 

All of the above experiences have driven me into the 
Word, searching for answers. This devotional is a result 
of my praises to God and my cries to him for help. The 
cover photograph was chosen as a reminder of just how 
difficult the road of homeschooling can be. It is only 
with God’s help that we can navigate that path. I pray 
that this devotional will somehow bring you closer to 
God and remind you of what an awesome example of 
teacher and parent he is.  --Sherri
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Psalm 143:8
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing 
love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 
way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.

Do you ever just have a stinky day of homeschooling? 
On top of that, maybe it’s a stinker of a day around the 
house, even when school is done? That is the day that 
you just cannot wait to go to bed, be finished with the 
lousy day.  Was that  day yesterday? God is  so good. 
One  of  the  things  he  is  faithful  in  (just  one  of  the 
things) is that he always brings sundown and he always 
brings a fresh sunrise. One thing you can be sure of is 
that the awful day you have had will come to an end. 
That is a promise. In addition, the next day, God will 
faithfully bring another sunrise if he so chooses to, and 
you will have an opportunity to begin again, start anew. 
The  morning  does  indeed  bring  word  of  God’s 
unfailing love.  If  he brings another  day to  you,  then 
that is proof. 

What do you do with that day? You make the most of 
it.  Forget  about  the  day  before.  Purpose  to  have  a 
wonderful  day  TODAY.  Change  what  you  can. 
Continue to pray about the things that seem to cause 
those  lousy  days.  Pray  for  change.  God  always  is 
faithful to those who love him. When you seek him, he 
never fails to show you which way to go.
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Psalm 16:11
You have made known to me the path of life; you 
will fill me with joy in your presence…

Whether  it  is  your  first  day  homeschooling  your 
children  or  the  first  day  of  your  tenth  year 
homeschooling, you want to know if you are doing the 
right  thing.  The  questions  may  be  different  for  the 
novice than they are for the veteran, but they are still 
there  just  the  same.  You  want  to  know  which 
curriculum  to  use,  which  homeschooling  method  to 
use, whether or not to enroll your children in accredited 
classes, and how they are going to be socialized. 

The most important question to ask is, “Am I called to 
do this?” To homeschool successfully, you must (first) 
be called and (second) accept that calling. If you are 
struggling with the answer to that question and there is 
no joy in your heart, then you must ask the question, 
“Am I running from my calling?” You see, sometimes 
we struggle because we are trying to do something God 
has  not  called  us  to  do  and  sometimes  we  struggle 
because we are running from the call. I firmly believe 
that  in  order  to  homeschool  successfully,  you  must 
grab the bull  by the horns,  commit  to teaching your 
children and go for it. Know ahead of time that not all 
days  will  be  sunny.  Satan  does  not  want  you  to  be 
happy.  He  will  try  to  make  you  think  that  if 
homeschooling is tough, then you must not be called to 
do  it.  Well,  I  say,  spend  some  time  with  the  Lord. 
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Reflect on your reasons for wanting to homeschool in 
the  first  place.  Check  your  motives.  If  you are  only 
homeschooling because you do not want your children 
to attend public school, then you might not be able to 
make  it  work.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you want  your 
children to receive a Christian education, you want to 
spend time with them and really know them, and you 
want to help them grow in the Lord and learn how to 
choose friends and spend their time wisely, then you 
are off to a good start. 

If you have begun this venture with doubts, cast those 
cares to the Lord. He will strengthen you. He will light 
the path for you. 
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Proverbs 19:20
Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the 
end you will be wise.

As a homeschool mom, you spend most of your time 
instructing  others.  You  are  math  teacher  one  minute 
and history expert the next. On Monday morning, you 
may be teaching phonics to your first grader and a few 
hours  later,  you  are  the  driving  instructor  for  your 
teenager. You may recommend books and curriculum 
to other moms, and offer your advice, even if no one 
asked for it, to moms who seem to need your help. This 
can be a daunting task at times and at other times quite 
an exhilarating thing.

Whom do  you  go  to  when  you  need  help?  Is  there 
someone you lean on when you need guidance? As a 
homeschool  veteran,  I  have  come  to  depend  greatly 
upon several moms in my support group. Several of us 
have been homeschooling together since the beginning, 
and we tend to spend a lot of time together discussing 
discipline, curriculum, college, and the spiritual walks 
of our children. It is important to have someone or a 
few “someones”  who will  lift  you up when  you are 
down, but  who love you enough to give you a swift 
kick in the pants when you need it, as well. Sometimes 
I forget that even though we have been homeschooling 
for almost ten years, we still have a lot to learn. 
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Being willing to ask questions and listen to the answers 
and  suggestions  of  Godly  homeschool  peers  is  an 
important, although sometimes humbling, thing to do. 
However,  when you do this,  you will  become  wiser 
than  you could  ever  have  imagined.  When you give 
instruction day after day after day, you need refilling 
occasionally. 

Remember, God is the ultimate instructor. His word is 
always available to you. He gives the gift of friendship, 
as  well,  to  ease  the  burden  of  mom,  teacher,  and 
principal. 

Thank the Lord today for the wonderful friends he has 
given you. Don’t be afraid to ask them for help.   

God Bless You!
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